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minority of statics qua votes. Many foreign observers, however,
sympathized with the status quo parties, who had made a courageous
fight against great odds, or regretted the setback which their defeat
would mean for the whole anti-Nazi movement. It was also feared
that so great a personal triumph would encourage Herr Hitler to be
more intransigent in his foreign policy. However, in the speech
which he made in reply to the announcement of the result, Herr
Hitler laid stress on Germany's willingness to make sacrifices for the
pacification of Europe and again declared that no more territorial
claims would be brought forward against France.1 These statements
were echoed by other Nazi spokesmen2 and by the Press.

The decisiveness of the result undoubtedly made the task of the
League of Nations much easier than it would have been if the voting
had been very close, or if it had been necessary to partition the
Territory. The Council had already been in session since the llth
January, in case there should be any need for immediate action
while the plebiscite was being carried out, and on its instructions the
Committee of Three drew up a report recommending in principle the
return of the Saar to Germany. The adoption of this report was,
however, delayed by unforeseen difficulties. The German Govern-
ment insisted that the Saar should be handed over within a month
if possible, while the French Government continued to demand
additional guarantees, and were particularly anxious that the
demilitarization clauses of the Versailles Treaty should be extended
to the Saar. The German Government were said to agree to the in-
clusion of the Saar in the demilitarized zone, but to oppose French
demands that the strategic value of certain railways and fortifica-
tions should be reduced and that Reichswehr and storm troops should
not be allowed in the Territory. Finally, Monsieur Laval seems to
have decided to overlook the objections of his own General Staff and
to accept such assurances as the German Government were willing
to give him. The attitudes of both Governments were subsequently
defined by means of an exchange of letters of the 28th February.3

On the 17th January the League Council was able to adopt a
resolution4 fixing the 1st March as the date of the return of the Saar

1  The Times, 16th January, 1935. Text of speech in Volkischer Beobachter
of same date.

2  Perhaps the most interesting plea for Franco-German reconciliation was
one pnt forward by Dr. Goebbels in a speech of the 6th January, when he
recalled how, in the Middle Ages, Frenchmen and Germans had fought side
by side as crusaders, defending their faith against a foreign invasion (text in
Frankfurter Zeitung, 8th January, 1935).

s Text in League of Nations Official Journal, April 1935, pp. 527-9.
4 League of Nations Official Journal, February 1935, p. 137.